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History of OAO

• 2009 IYA2009 reached more than 815 
million people in 148 countries ‐‐ the IAU 
realized the importance of central 
coordination of outreach activities.

• 2012 NAOJ signed the agreement with 
IAU to create the IAU Office for 
Astronomy Outreach (OAO).

• 2017 The IAU and NAOJ further extend 
the agreement of the OAO office to 2021.



Morrow 2000, Christensen 2007

A: Curriculum‐driven
B: Educational programmes
C: Museum exhibits , star parties,…
D: Planetariums shows, IMAX movies, public talks
E: TV /radio documentaries, podcasts, magazine 
articles

F & G: Press releases, press 
conferences, press kits, Video News 
Releases, media interviews, media 
courses for scientists …
H: Exhibition booths, annual reports
I: Merchandise





IAU OAO activities



Accessing the global network

80 National Outreach Contacts (NOCs)
~25% Female





• Disseminate astronomy education information 
through the NOC network

• Identify key person related to astronomy education in 
each country

• Connections with schools and teachers

NOC network



IAU Office for Astronomy 
Outreach media channels 

● IAU Website views/month ~ 150 000
● IAU Twitter Followers ~ 5250
● IAU Facebook Followers ~ 8900
● IAU OAO Facebook Followers ~ 1600
● IAU OAO Twitter Followers ~ 1000
● Newsletter Subscribers ~ 5000 

Sharing educational resources 



Communicating Astronomy with the Public Journal

Partnership with education publication?

• The only peer reviewed journal on 
astronomy communication started in 2007

• Next goals ‐ encourage submissions on 
research and application papers and build a 
strong editorial board

• Reader’s feedback
https://www.capjournal.org/survey.php

• Call for papers – Special issue on Solar 
Eclipses https://www.capjournal.org/call‐
for‐papers.php



● 3rd Symposium on Universal Design for 
Astronomy Education 2016

● first time the symposium had an 
international component. 

● 131 participants from 8 different 
countries.

Astronomy for Equity and Inclusion

C1 Working Group 
Astronomy for Equity 
and Inclusion



Translated resources pool

Astronomy Translation Network



Collaborating with astronomy communities

144 volunteers from 34 languages

Volunteers are translating 20 resources related to 
astronomy education and outreach in 
Indonesian, Portuguese, Chinese, Spanish, 
French, German and Japanese

astroEDU

The Astronomy Translation Network

Associated prospect: Astronomical glossary, resources 
pool



● Goal 1: The IAU leads the worldwide coordination of astronomy and 
the fostering of communication and dissemination of astronomical 
knowledge among professional astronomers

● Goal 2: The IAU promotes the inclusive advancement of the field of 
astronomy in every country

● Goal 3: The IAU promotes the use of astronomy as a tool for 
development in every country

● Goal 4: The IAU engages the public in astronomy through access to 
astronomical information and communication of the science of 
astronomy

● Goal 5: The IAU stimulates the use of astronomy for teaching 
and education at school level

IAU Strategic Goals 2020-2030



Relation between the various IAU components and offices in the proposed IAU Strategic Plan 2020-2030



● Increase the NOCs; restructure and ensure their effectiveness
● Facilitate international communication through exchanges and 

translations
● Provide open databases and public‐friendly access to 

astronomical information
● Encourage communication of science and critical thinking 

through IAU member public engagement, professional‐
amateur, and citizen science activities

● Promote dark skies and the pale blue dot message

Action items on the IAU Strategic Plan 2020-2030



● Deadline for poster submission: May 31, 2018
● Agenda

○ Bridging the Astronomy Research and 
Outreach Communities – Recent 
Highlights, Emerging Collaborations, Best 
Practices and Support Structures

○ Communicating Astronomy in our 
Changing World

○ The IAU National Outreach Contacts 
(NOC) Network – Coordinating and 
Catalyzing Astronomy Outreach 
Worldwide

○ Outreach Action and Advocacy in the 
Context of IAU’s 2020-2030 Strategic Plan

IAU GA Focus Meeting 14

https://www.iau.org/public/oao/fm14/



www.iau.org/public
outreach@iau.org

facebook.com/IAUoutreach/
twitter.com/IAU_Outreach

Contact Us



Bridging the Public and 
different IAU scientific 
bodies
● Address public 

enquiries with 
different units of IAU 

● Produce IAU related 
content for themes

● Increase the IAU 
visibility to the public

IAU for the Public


