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My meeting with Matsuo Basho

BI CHEN
Faculty of Education, Exchange Student,/ China

Haiku, as a kind of Japanese characteristic literature, is very important in the Japanese literary
circle. As a master of haiku in Japan, Matsuo Basho, known as "sage of haiku", played a pivotal
role in the development of haiku art in Japan.As a Japanese learner, I have had three encounters
with Matsuo Basho and his works. The first time was in the presentation of the class. In the process
of preparing for the presentation, I had my first encounter with Matsuo Basho.The next time I met
Matsuo Basho, I happened to read a collection of his haiku poems in a bookstore. The third time I
met Matsuo Basho was in the class at Wakayama University, where I studied his book Oku no
hosomichi.

Through these three encounters, I felt the charm of haiku. The short 17 syllables can express the
season and their feelings. Although the number of words is not much, emotional rendering is
extremely strong. Reading his haiku, I feel as if I were in the scene and traveling with him.

For me, there are many images of Matsuo Basho. Sometimes he is a lonely traveler; Or like an
old monk; And occasionally as cute as a child. Matsuo Basho spent the last ten years of her life

traveling and died in the process. Perhaps the most fitting image for him is a traveler.
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