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World hunger rose further in 2021, following a sharp upturn in 2020 in the
midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. The peréistence of the pandemic and its
enduring consequences, which exacerbated* existing inequalities, have
contributed to further ( a } in 2021 towards achievement of the Zero
Hunger target by 2030*. After remaining relatively unchanged since 2015, the
PoU [Prevalence of Undernourishment] jumped from 8.0 in 2019 to around 9.3
percent in 2020 and continued to rise in 2021— though at a slower pace —to
around 9.8 percent (Figure 1). It is estimated that between 702 and 828
million people in the world ({ b ) 8.9 and 10.5 percent of the world
population, respectively) faced hunger in 2021. Considering the middle points
of the projected ranges (722 and 768 million), hunger affected 46 million more
people in 2021 compared to 2020 and a total of 150 milliocn more people since
2018, prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. Considering the upper bound of the
range, the number could be as high as almost 210 million more people in two
years.

The numbers show persistent regional { ¢ ), with Africa bearing the
heaviest burden. One in five people in Africa (20.2 percent of the population)
was facing hunger in 2021, compared to 9.1 percent in Asia, 8.6 percent in
Latin America and the Caribbean, 5.8 percent in Oceania, and less than 2.5
percent in Northern America and Eurcpe. Africa is also the region where the
proportion of the population affected by hunger has increased the most. Since
the launch of the Sustainable Development Agenda in 2015, the PoU for Africa
has risen 4. 4 percentage points, compared to 2.8 and 1.1 percentage points in
Latin America and the Caribbean and Asia, respectively (Table 1).

Looking more closely at the past two years, in Africa, a jump of more than
2 percentage points occurred from 2019 to 2020, under the shadow of the
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COVID-19 pandemic, followed by a 0.6 percentage point increase from 2020 to
2021. Similar trends were seen in Latin America and the Caribbean and in
Asia, which experienced increases of more than 1 percentage peoint from 2019
to 2020 followed by a further 0. 5 percentage-point increase in 2021 (Table 1).

While the regional prevalence* estimétes reveal the { d ) of the
burden of hunger in each region, translating them into numbers of people gives
a sense of where most of the people facing hunger in the world live (Table 2).
Of the total number of undernourished people in 2021 (768 million), more than
half (425 million) live in Asia and more than one-third (278 million) in Africa,
while Latin America and the Caribbean accounts for close to 8 percent (57
million}.

In Africa, 35 million more people were affected by hunger in 2020
compared with 2019, prior to the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, with an
additional 15 million in 2021, for a total of 50 million more people in two years.
Similarly, ¢ million more people were hungry in Latin America and the
Caribbean in 2020 than in 2019, and an additional 4 million were ( e )
hunger between 2020 and 2021. In Asia, the increases were of 58 million in

2020 and 26 million in 2021.
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FIGURE | BETWEEN 702 AND 828 MILLION PEOPLE IN THE WORLD FACED
HUNGER IN 2021. CONSIDERING THE MIDDLE OF THE
PROJECTED RANGE (768 MILLION), HUNGER AFFECTED 46
MILLION MORE PECPLE IN 2021 COMPARED TO 2020, AND A
TOTAL OF 150 MILLION MORE PEOPLE SINCE 2019, BEFORE THE
COVID-19 PANDEMIC
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—a— Prevalence of undernourishment (percentage, left axis)
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NOTES : *Projected values for 2021 are illustrated by dotted lines. Shaded areas

show lower and upper bounds of the estimated range. SOURCE: FAO.
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TABLE 1| PREVALENCE OF UNDERNOURISHMENT (PoU), 2005-2021

Prevalence of undernourishment {percent)

2010 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020% 2021%

Northern Africa B4t 64 HZi Hd] =6 5B bdivihidi6.9

Sub-Saharan Africa 23,9 .18:9 18:3 118.9:118:87:19.6 .20:1 .22.7.-23.2
Eastern Africa 33.8 26.5 '24.4 25.2 25.4 26.6 27.5 30.2 29.8
Middle Africa : 34.9:" 26:;0. 26,3 27.4- 26,6/ 27.3 28.1 .30.4.0,32.8
Southern Africa 49 HEg T4 R4 TR T4 F99 1 8slieo9.2

Western Africa 12,2+ 9:92 10,10 10,17 10:0° 10.6 104 :13:2..13.9

Central Asia 14:0; 60 3% &b 3& A0 28 edalytegil

Eastern Asia BB $94E <05 <26 €85 K25 <25 HEE£2E
South-eastern Asia 17.2  10.9 7.8 6. 7 6.0 5.9 5.6 5.8 6.3
Sotithern Asia 20.5 15.3 14.1 13.1 12.4 12.3 13.2 15.9 16.9
Western Asia 7.8 5.9 9.6 10.4 10.2 10.3 10.0 10.1 10.0
Western Asia and g1 61 %6 &1- Bl 81 %9 782 &%

Northern Africa

Caribbean 18.7 15.2 14.2 14.5 14.4 152 15.2 16.5 '16.4

Latin America 8.6 6.0 Bk 6, 2 5,8 6.0 6.1 T 8.0
Central America s ) e O i (e (01 S | oot A ol RS 31 S P T O

South America 8 BEe-d% G4y o BlE 5.2 Bidumsfilincl

NOTES : *Projected values based on the middle of the projected range.
SOURCE : FAO
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TABLE 2 NUMBER OF UNDERNOURISHED PEOPLE (NoU), 2005-2021

Number of undernourished peopie (millions}

2005 2010 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020% 2021~

Northern Africa 1516 1300 136 1% Q%1 13,1 134050040604 1154

Sub-Saharan Africa 174.3 158.0 175.8 185.8 190.4 203.7 214.4 248.2 260.6
Eastern Africa 99.8 89.9 95.2 100.9 104.6 112.3 119.3 134.4 136.4
Middle Africa 39.1 34.2 40.6 43.6 43.6 46.2 48.9 54.7 60.7
Southern Africa e i S LS AR i S S R e AR

Western Africa 39:hh 30 5 35 AT 8608 8T8 408 408 n 58 ()= 8. 3

Central Asia &2 ST 28 25 AP 21 1.9 sidigsrhdd

Eastern Asia 106. 0 n.r. n.r. n.r. n.r. nr. n.r. nr. 1k
South-eastern Asia 96.6 65.3 49.4 43.3 39.1 38.8 36.9 38.6 42.8
Southern Asia 325.7 1262.3. 25800 1242 1 1232.8 “233.3 254.1.:807:6 381.6
Western Asia 16: 007 13:78 248 - 2%4 253 27.9 27.5u:28:80.-28[4
Western Asia and 3.7 26.6 36.4 39.6 40.4 41.0 40.6 42.9 45.8

Northern Africa

Caribbean T4l 63 Bkl €25 B2 B8 6.8  FuBdiniTo2

Latin America 44.3 32.9 29.9 36.3 346 36.0 36.7 45.1 49.4
Central America LA A Q27080 <137 13.9 1318 A4pinclsi2

South America 32T 2l 172 2204 2009221, 235280 R%34.2

NOTES : *Projected values based on the middle of the projected range.

n.r. = not reported, as the prevalence rate is less than 2. 5 percent.

SOURCE : FAO
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(i)
exacerbated : TB{L I H
Zero Hunger Target by 2030 : 2015 4£ i EEASEH 72 2030 £ F TITHEMRY
~# 17 OBESDGs) M 1 D [flffE i)

prevalence : &, T

H4gh : FAO, IFAD, UNICEF, WFP and WHO. 2022. The State of Food
Security and Nutrition in the World 2022. Repurposing food and
agricultural policies to make healthy diets more affordable. Rome, FAO.
(—HRED)

(CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO; https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/igo)
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(7) pushbacks

(1) setbacks

(%) comebacks
(x) flashbacks

( b )

(7) corresponding to
¢f) responding to
(%) subsequent to
() in addition to
( c )

{7) similarities
() adversities
(7} disparities

(r} peculiarities

( d )

(7) fortitude

(1) magnitude
() attitude

(0 multitude

(e )

(7) pulled out of
¢r) pushed below
&) thrust into

E

called unto
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(i} In which year was the total Number of Undernourished People (NoU)

at its highest?

() 2019

2010

2008

2005

2007

EFEZE =

(i) In which year did the Prevalence of Undernourishment (PoU) witness
its sharpest decline compared to the year before?

(7} 2009

) 2010

&) 2017

(e) 2019

) 2020

(@M Which TWO regions of Africa had the highest rate of Prevalence of
Undernorishment (PoU) back in 2005?

() Northern Africa

(1) Western Africa

() Middle Africa

(r) Southern Africa

#) Eastern Africa
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(iv)

Which TWO regions of Asia had the highest rate of Prevalence of

Undernorishment (PoU) 2019?

)
(1)

£ HEE

{v)

Southern Asia
Central Asia
Western Asia
South-eastern Asia

Eastern Asia

Which TWO regions of Africa had the least total Number of

Undernourished People (NoU) in 20197

Northern Africa
Western Africa
Middle Africa

Scuthern Africa

Eastern Africa

B3 205 FICEENREDRETHELZEREEGDG)IZHD 1ITOBEEDS
LD 1D [HESEPLICOERKE, FHI0FIOAINABEREN TRy T
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