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The Magical Town

Phomvichith Xaikhone
MEXT Japanese Studies Student/ Laos

I first came to Wakayama in 2022 as a Buddhist monk through the JENESYS program. From that
very first visit, seeing places like Wakayama Castle and local shrines. I was moved by the peaceful
atmosphere, rich history, and natural beauty. I felt time moved slower here, and in my heart, I
already wished to return.

After completing six years of monastic life, I started a new chapter as a research student (H #ff
#E) at Wakayama University. The campus, surrounded by sea and mountains, offers a calm and
supportive environment for learning. I received a MEXT scholarship, along with housing support,
guidance, and kind assistance from both staff and professors. I quickly adapted to the learning
system thanks to their help.

One of the most meaningful experiences was connecting with the student volunteer group Win
Concord. They gave me not only support but also opportunities to explore the region, meet locals,
and reflect on myself. Their warmth inspired my deep attachment to Wakayama.

Life as an international student wasn’t always easy. language and cultural differences were real
challenges. But what helped me through it all was the kindness of people here. Wakayama’s true
strength lies not in flashy convenience but in its gentle, human warmth.

In daily life, Wakayama feels like a town that has everything schools, hospitals, nature, good
transportation (even to Osaka), beautiful cafes by the sea, hot springs, museums, and more. I often
tell my friends: “Wakayama is a magical town.” Peaceful, affordable, and full of heart sometimes
it feels too perfect to be real.

Although I must return to Laos this coming September, I am filled with gratitude for every
moment spent here. Wakayama has become one of the most precious parts of my life, and I promise

myself. I will come back again someday.
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