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Abstract
The legacy of the Second World War in Asia and the Pacific is an enduring one. Increasingly,
cultural heritage and tourism serve as the touchstones by which current generations engage with
the experience and memory of war and peace. The idea of contested memory provides one way
of explaining interpretations of the past and management of heritage sites in the present day.
While history is a discipline that studies the past, heritage is the constructed depiction of the past
in the present day and tourism often serves the vehicle that drives popular memories of war and
more practical concerns such as site visitation and, for some areas, regional development. This is
equally true for Pacific Island states as it is for contlnental Asia. While they are often spoken of as
having an intellectual commonality in ' '
terms of their concern  with
understanding the past history,
heritage and tourism are all often
deployed for political purposes and |
directly influence the ways that
communities and, for that matter,
nation states remember the past.




