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Session summary: Measuring the Sustainability of Tourism (MST)

Tourism is a major global economic sector, contributing 4% to global GDP and ranking as the third largest
export category. Tourism’s role as a driver and enabler of sustainable development is recognized in the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and included as targets in Goals 8, 12 and 14. Developed under the
leadership of the UN Tourism Committee on Statistics and by a dedicated multi-stakeholder Expert Group,
the Statistical Framework for Measuring the Sustainability of Tourism provides a solution to the pressing
need for a harmonized methodology to effectively assess the sustainability of tourism. Endorsed by the
United Nations, it is the first sectoral statistical framework that goes beyond GDP and demonstrates the
potential to integrate data across economic, environmental and social dimensions, from global to local scales.
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Speaker: Ms. Clara VAN DER POL

Director a.i. of the Statistics, Standards and Data Department
at UN Tourism

With over 15 years of experience in tourism statistics working for UN Tourism, Clara is Director a.i. of the

Statistics, Standards and Data Department. Her work focuses on the development and promotion of

international standards in close liaison with countries and the United Nations System. She also leads the
Department's activities in capacity development, and in the compilation and dissemination of international statistical datasets.
Working narrowly with the UN Tourism Committee on Statistics and the Expert Group on Measuring the Sustainability of Tourism,
Clara represents UN Tourism in various international committees and expert groups, including the United Nations Statistical
Commission, the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities, the Committee of Chief Statisticians of the UN System, and
the UN Committee of Experts on Environmental Economic Accounting.
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